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This issue presents another 
installment of one of the most 
popular features we’ve offered in 
the Newsletter.  In the past I’ve 
compiled surveys of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania newspapers 
(Fall 2009) and newspapers from 
the Capital Region of New York, 
including references to farms 
in Albany, Rensselaer, Greene, 
Schenectady and Saratoga counties 
(Fall 2011).  In this installment of 
the results of continuing research, I 
surveyed newspapers published in 
Poughkeepsie, Kingston, Hudson, 
Rondout, and Catskill, New York 
spanning the period 1786 to 1816.

Twenty-two different advertise-
ments refer to farmsteads featuring 
New World Dutch barns located in 
Dutchess County.  Sixteen references 
to farmsteads with Dutch barns in 
Ulster County were found in this 
survey.  Two farmsteads in Greene 
County and—surprisingly—one in 
Tioga County, were found.  More 
surprising still was that the survey 
of Columbia County newspapers, 
which included the Bee and the 
Northern Whig, both published in 
Hudson, turned up no references to 
a “Dutch barn” in that county.  The 
two references found in Hudson 
papers to Dutch barns or farms refer 
to properties in Greene County.  
The reason for this is not clear; low 
turnover of older farmsteads, or 
limited use of this term in that region 
are both possibilities, although this 
seems unlikely.  

All but four of these 41 
advertisements specifically refer 
to a “Dutch barn” on the property.  
The remaining four make reference 
to farmsteads which plausibly 
included a Dutch barn, including a 
barn 50 feet square (8 March 1792); 
a barn with “six bints”, that is, bents 
(29 March 1797); a farmstead with 
“an old Dutch house, a barn and 
barracks” (14 September 1812); and 
a barn 40 feet square (23 November 
1813). 

These articles are presented as 
‘raw data’ for research—by them-
selves they give an excellent picture 
respecting the context which New 
World Dutch barns occupied on 
farmsteads—but much more could 
be learned from a systematic analysis 
of these ads.  For example, the 
process of differentiation of forms 
and uses of specialized outbuildings 
could be traced and connected 
to changes in agriculture; dates of 
construction for specific barns which 
may still exist can be established; 
and comparison between farms of 
differing economic status and/or in 
differing locales could be made.   

As with past installments of 
this feature, the advertisements 
are presented chronologically, ac-
companied by a citation to the 
newspaper they appeared in, 
and its date.  The reader will note 
that two of the advertisements are 
fragmentary (nos. 20 and 23) ; these 
were the best copies available.  

A Farm For Sale: Advertisements for Farmsteads from 
Ulster, Dutchess, Columbia and Greene County,  
New York Newspapers
Walter Richard Wheeler

1. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 13 
April 1786, p.4.
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2. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 20 
September 1786, p.4.

4. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 7 
March 1787, p.1.

5. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 3 
March 1789, p.4.

6. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 25 
December 1790, p.3.

3. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 11 
April 1787, p.1.

7. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 16 
March 1791, p.2.
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8. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 10 
November 1791, p.3.

9. Poughkeepsie Counry Journal, 23 
February 1792, p.3.

11. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 8 
March 1792, p.3.

10. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 8 
March 1792, p.3.

12. Poughkeepsie Country Journal,15 March 
1792, p.3.

13. Farmers Register, Kingston, 10 August 1793, 
p.4.
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15. Rising Sun, Kingston, 3 May 1974, p.3.

16. Rising Sun, Kingston, 21 November 
1794, p.4.

17. Rising Sun, Kingston, 20 March 1795, 
p.4.

18. Rising Sun, Kingston, 27 March 1795, p.4.

19. Rising Sun, Kingston, 1 May 1795, p.4.

20. Poughkeepsie Journal, 4 March 
1796, p.4.

14. Poughkeepsie Country Journal, 23 October 
1793, p.3.
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21. Poughkeepsie Journal, 21 December  
1796, p.1.

22. Poughkeepsie Journal, 21 December 
1796, p.1.

23. Poughkeepsie Journal, 23 March 1796, 
p.3.

24. Poughkeepsie Journal, 8 February 1797, 
p.4.

25. Poughkeepsie Journal, 15 February 
1797, p.3.

(continued on next column)
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26. Poughkeepsie Journal, 22 March 1797, 
p.1.

27. Poughkeepsie Journal, 29 March 1797, 
p.3.

28. Poughkeepsie Journal, 12 June 1798, 
p.1.

31. Ulster Gazette, Kingston, 17 December 
1803, p.1.

29. Western Constellation, Catskill, 24 May 
1802, p.3.

30. Poughkeepsie Journal, 20 March 1803, 
p.3.
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32. Ulster Gazette, Kingston, 10 March 
1804, p.1.

33. Political Barometer, Poughkeepsie, 10 
April 1804, p.4.

34. Ulster Plebeian, Kingston, 10 October 
1804, p.3.

35. Ulster Plebeian, Kingston, 19 August 
1805, p.1.

36. Poughkeepsie Journal, 25 February 
1806, p.4.

37. Political Barometer, Poughkeepsie, 27 
February 1811, p.3.
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38. Northern Whig, Hudson, 14 September 
1812, p.4.

39. Northern Whig, Hudson, 23 November 
1813, p.3.

40. Ulster Plebeian, Kingston, 2 April 1816, 
p.3.

41. Ulster Plebeian, Kingston, 20 August 
1816, p.3.


